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Many thanks to Mr. Paul Thurmond who helped a great deal with piano accompaniment.

In the summer of 2017, I traveled to Europe with the Tennessee Ambassadors of

Music choir and band. One of our many stops on our tour is the iconic Sacré Coeur;

a large cathedral that looks down on the city of Paris. This was not my first trip to

Paris, so on this trip my wife and I decided to spend the extra money to climb to the

top of the cathedral to take in the view. Though the sprawling view of Paris is

impressive from atop the cathedral, I also happened to notice a phrase that was

written on the stone looking out on the city. It simply said “Love is Us.” Though it

didn’t strike me immediately in that moment, that phrase stayed with me for the rest

of the day as we toured the city. Leaving Paris the next day by bus, I started to put

pencil to paper and this piece started to take shape. Over the course of the past year,

the text went through several revisions, melodies changed, but the sentiment of the

phrase stayed at the core and is powerful in its simplicity. You cannot say, “I love…”

without adding someone, or something. Love cannot exist on its own, rather it must

be shared, and the ripple effect of sharing has no boundaries. This piece is my

contribution to the idea that we can live together in peace and unity through love for

one another. 
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